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mous with every kind of undisciplined futility, and even
beastliness of life. The century even seemed to promise the
redemption of appalling rural social conditions by the rapid
growth of towns, the guild system of industry, and the accumu-
lation for the first time for centuries of surplus wealth; and
then it dissipated that wealth in essentially squalid international
forays like the Crusades, or in civil wars of every kind. And
the Church which preached the Crusades, which benefited by
the villeins' labour, and was fatally tied to the manorial system,
which made the universities and then turned the arts and
humanities out of them, for all its faithfulness in lesser fields
wholly failed to establish the theory it had evolved and which
contained the one condition of real civilizing progress in the
conditions of the medieval world.

Yet the century had given much. It had redeemed the slurs
of medievalism and given a great treasure to the world.
Medieval Europe could thereafter take its place with Ancient
Greece: it had given a dazzling century to history, filled with
hope, promise, and achievement, when life for a larger pro-
portion of the people than had ever been the case in Athens
seemed new every morning. Its glory was fleet and passing,
but it was real.
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